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Dear Friends – 

http://www.rehearsalclubnyc.com/


  

     As the year draws to a close we look back with joy at the 

accomplishments of the past twelve months.  Thanks to you.   And then 

we look forward with great anticipation for the opening of The Rehearsal 

Club sanctuary for young, aspiring talent on January 1, 2022. 

  

     You will soon meet our first fleet of enormously talented ladies with 

huge potential for a performing arts career -- thanks to your 

support.  These girls come from around the nation – with their dreams 

and ambitions, trusting in the TRC legacy for excellency and 

reputation.      

  

     We are changing the lives of some very deserving women who have 

worked hard to come to NYC and become residents of TRC.   You are 

providing their “shot” at success!    

  

We hope you are as excited as we are! 

The Rehearsal Club 

Board of Directors 
 

  

 

Latest TRC News 

 

 

  

TRC Welcomes First 
Residency Program Coordinator!   

 

  



  

  

Susan Serrell, Development; 

Maria Elena De La Noval, TRC Residency Coordinator; 

Gale Patron, President 
 

  

     I am honored to be the first Residency Program Coordinator for The Rehearsal 

Club as it makes its historic return.   Like many who have performed since an early 

age, love musical theatre, and yearn to live that dream in New York City, this 

opportunity is a win-win for the women in the program, The Rehearsal Club and 

for me.   

  

     As an advertising producer for over 3 decades, a bilingual voice-over talent and 

currently Producer of a musical “Waiting for Snow in Havana” which is in its creative 

development, I am thrilled to be able to mentor and guide this new group of 

talented women who aspire to a career in theatre arts. 

  

     As one matures and maps out a career path, we long for opportunities that will 

nurture our growth and expose us to those challenges that will make us better 

artists. This is that opportunity for these aspiring women.  For me it is the ultimate 

moment to give back to them. 

  

Maria Elena de la Noval  

TRC Residency Program Coordinator 

 

 

  



Images From TRC's Annual General Meeting - Oct. 17, 2021 
All photos by Francine Mancini 

 

  

  

 

  

 

  

  

Gale Patron, President of 

TRC, leading us into 

2022 at the Annual 

General Meeting 
 

 

Alumnae Cameron Taylor 

and Sunny Keyser having 

fun and networking at the 

Annual General Meeting  
 

 

Rising Star Julia Adams 

with Alumna Amanda 

Trees on keys performing 

for members at the 

Annual General Meeting 
 

  

 

In Memoriam 

TRC Alum Lenka Peterson 
 

  

  

 

  

  

     TRC Alum Lenka Peterson - actor, author, teacher, mentor and 

inspiration to so many - has died.  She was 95.  A professional actor for 

over 70 years, she starred in a dozen Broadway productions including 

QUILTERS,  for which she received a Tony nomination.  Lenka made her 

film debut in 1950 in Elia Kazan’s PANIC IN THE STREETS and went on to 

appear in many other films.  She also appeared in over one thousand 

television films and series. 



  

     Lenka directed and taught acting for five years at the Metropolitan 

Opera Studio.  She was a charter member of The Actor’s Studio, and 

studied with Lee Strasberg, Arthur Penn, and Robert Lewis. 
 

  

 

Other News 

 

VINTAGE TRC 
 

  

The Final Days 

By TRC Alums Karen Montanaro and Michelle Churchhill 
 

  



  

 

The Final Days 

  

     The Rehearsal Club 

has a special place in our 

hearts. Meeting in those 

hallowed halls in the 

summer of 1978, we had 

no idea we would become 

a part of a history ending 

the next summer. Karen, 

an aspiring ballerina, and 

Michelle, an actress and 

singer, were innocent 

young women from 

distant small towns. 

Landing in New York City 

truly on our own was 

intoxicating. There was 

no way to know what was 

before us, but we knew 

that TRC offered a safe 

haven from the crowded, 

bustling streets of New 

York City. 

  

     Two brownstones 

joined together, one 

housemother, one 

housekeeper, one 

security guard, and 44 

young actresses, dancers, 

and singers living and  
 

  

dining together, rehearsing in the basement, and scouring the pages of 

BACKSTAGE for auditions. Two phone booths on the ground floor served the needs 

of all 44 young girls. Imagine - today we carry our lives in our pockets; in 1978 

those 2 phones were the only tie to the world beyond TRC. 

  



     We did everything together. After the 5:30 dinner was devoured in the 

basement cafeteria, we joined other girls on the dining room stairs, bubbling with 

chatter and making lifelong friends. Weekends promised the cook’s famous 

Johnnycakes for breakfast and lazy days studying, rehearsing and writing home. 

  

     When December rolled around, the girls gathered in the living room to decorate 

for Christmas, despite rumors that TRC was closing. The old house was in great 

disrepair; many rooms had no hot water or heat. One of those rooms was ours. 

When the closing of The Rehearsal Club was confirmed on June 1, we all scrambled 

to find new places to live. We had 30 days to find a new life. 

  

     Karen became a professional ballet dancer, performing to this day. Michelle 

owns a New York real estate brokerage and attends the theater as often as 

possible. We have remained lifelong friends. When Michelle finally met the love of 

her life, Karen officiated at the wedding in 2017. Andrea Evans, another TRC friend, 

was the matron of honor. Others are still in our lives. Some of the women on the 

LIFE cover, like Patricia Angelin and Jan Fort, are still in touch in real life and on 

social media. 

  

     The TRC chapter of our lives closed over 42 years ago, but the memories are 

alive and well! TRC gave us lifelong friends, vivid memories, and a sense of 

belonging to the mystery and the magic of the performing arts that still brings 

young women to New York to find their own path to the stars. 

  

     Four decades later, we are overjoyed with the return of The Rehearsal Club 

sanctuary at The Webster Apartments! This amazing gateway offers a new 

generation of aspiring young women our same opportunity to follow their own 

dreams. 

  

Karen Montanaro, TRC 78-79             Michelle Churchhill TRC 78-79 

karenHM@maine.rr.com                     michelle.churchhill@gmail.com 
 

  

 

FLORENCE DANCE COMPANY     

  

Gale Patron, President, and Francine Mancini, VP, were lucky enough to witness a rehearsal of 

The Florence Dance Company in Florence, Italy, with Keith Ferrone, cousin of our Board Member, 

and Residency Program Chair, Cynthia Darlow. 

  

mailto:karenHM@maine.rr.com
mailto:karenHM@maine.rr.com


All photos by Francine Mancini 
 

  

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

TRC Workshops 

 

 

  

  

 

Meditation & Mindfulness 

  

Hosted by RC Alum: Michele Mason 

Thursdays 2:00 - 3:00 pm EDT 

  

Highly recommended to reduce stress and help 

to bring you into a state of true Zen. 

  

Meeting ID: 885 1886 5753 

Passcode: 587528 
 

  

Thank you, Michele, for sharing your amazing gift with us every 

week!  This Workshop is a special place to collect, reflect and 

commune. 

 

 

  

 

 

  

December Zoom Link  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88518865753?pwd=M3V2ZkgyMGpiU1pKejlHNld4SVJFdz09
http://em.networkforgood.com/ls/click?upn=VAGGw4zHikj3d-2F5242H3ZlyLLl0TwqiBSZfk5Vo-2BVCdwMmAugfCT340QgGFwmG-2FMFGFvmtut-2BxIHv3tvJd0ypkItuP8M3iEYn-2FarC3R7HgVpkJ3M2LAystf4qn0WVIhK-wK7_mVgFLr7YN-2FKDVqGhILtkQY9fXF2OyRftV4uiTXV7NCFmx397hqVIaghoWdDojcNgljEOLatMwMIZuq6b8EklhWdPc1pKLNDxfdjkctWw8wRT5xYuneHLBEi0VXjTk1BQnAcm0JVmg1smahN0M6Fdm8IAxZsu8PwbR0b5WTY3eTGleeLAb7-2BXGIQIGrZZuZIBtAhZp7MQZuqerE0XHh7VwDtUtYhgOvy3Cq8oRclvFg1JUrsy6Bz1JZq4qzF3Nf072O2tDDnfe8fL77R0PQlnm4poTuyBbEFpFu5exfq45jqOAEos-2BgtZ2uOBwR0Rhy0CMyCoetc6qIT7WeG6FxcbC-2FWLoIA9Pbiv00XCiYcyK1k-3D


Explore! Engage! Enjoy! 

  

Visit the New TRC Website -  Click:  www.rehearsalclubnyc.com 

  

If you are an Alum or Member, click Login for Members-only access. 

  

Welcome Returning Alumnae 

and 

Welcome New TRC Members! 

  

Carol Angert, Pamela Campbell, Maria Elena De La Noval, 

Billie McBride, Karen Montanaro 

  

  

If you haven't already done so, please plan to pay your 

2022 TRC Dues ASAP by clicking the button below. 

 

 

  

 

Shakespeare Alive! 

Produced by Denise Pence 
 

  

       We wrapped Macbeth in November -- following is a little "fun" w/the 

witches as a "teaser" to the eventual Brush Up Your Shakespeare videos I 

plan to do -- eventually. 

  

     Macbeth Teaser:  Witch/Apparition Excerpt: 

https://youtu.be/XJcBpAGgjhQ 

  

Happy holidays to all our Sisters, new Members and Friends of TRC! 

  

TRC Dues  

http://em.networkforgood.com/ls/click?upn=d9K6ASy0zzX96vUyeY2s4NbX7GC-2B-2BQrvMkId8Tobla-2FvkTqIGb6BP464szxIK4hE3LeC_mVgFLr7YN-2FKDVqGhILtkQY9fXF2OyRftV4uiTXV7NCFmx397hqVIaghoWdDojcNgljEOLatMwMIZuq6b8EklhWdPc1pKLNDxfdjkctWw8wRT5xYuneHLBEi0VXjTk1BQnAcm0JVmg1smahN0M6Fdm8IAxZsu8PwbR0b5WTY3eTFBuX3weVQYp180SgHRivDW1GXRzQt9qtVZeL6kJ8bo0GNfz2t0Irva7YIywMuJinFnJwCo5fAUJ9CnY8jxJs8FcCm-2BC3fQM2-2Bpkx-2Fj3eeig0DdNLOw7osbIZ70xc-2F2ECqArAvawNkFmPTXiofXpAQQdt3Fu58OxmeryWMVKJRUd4Er5flmJE0o6ElvDAs2s3E-3D
http://em.networkforgood.com/ls/click?upn=VAGGw4zHikj3d-2F5242H3ZnK472hvuLQM3ZQxp9XZaA8ilayI3OeKoJFQEWb3LDRyE2xI_mVgFLr7YN-2FKDVqGhILtkQY9fXF2OyRftV4uiTXV7NCFmx397hqVIaghoWdDojcNgljEOLatMwMIZuq6b8EklhWdPc1pKLNDxfdjkctWw8wRT5xYuneHLBEi0VXjTk1BQnAcm0JVmg1smahN0M6Fdm8IAxZsu8PwbR0b5WTY3eTGJJzjesR8YQsj0MNdxhA-2B7PCeXelF-2BpOUXVxFI2RHoEvKldjiRgKCUR78bL3C1lKf-2F-2F4nbNOeh-2F1-2Bd8MmsfIQ8YGPoPxzxLCmcK3XPCE5-2BqnAuLoJW7RzUoSSkEBfkRXdb90wcvUepr4rkgMUG20dx7fPQGShYFeczo0IvSz-2Bz9-2FhA2TUKhEh5toxKHH9zJgM-3D
https://secure.anedot.com/the-rehearsal-club/bd4d0f9b-cc4d-4a0c-bc81-dc7ac9447769
http://em.networkforgood.com/ls/click?upn=VAGGw4zHikj3d-2F5242H3ZuXsnL90q6vgVZBNRnlZUv5tjeXXaG5SlMZEiUzPVMO82uPcquzSLUf8u-2Fe7-2FkRlcHsTc80M5XznOlkQ1fAn2Drb37Ei8kMGZdYcen2COV0jgn8e_mVgFLr7YN-2FKDVqGhILtkQY9fXF2OyRftV4uiTXV7NCFmx397hqVIaghoWdDojcNgljEOLatMwMIZuq6b8EklhWdPc1pKLNDxfdjkctWw8wRT5xYuneHLBEi0VXjTk1BQnAcm0JVmg1smahN0M6Fdm8IAxZsu8PwbR0b5WTY3eTFxP9wSxrzU5R4uXIttZYTMeBna7uhX3Bi7ZCSSWPVr5X6D7jGa1JVRu96ugrSlXdCNDgHOq9aMdjOCe74sZ3mEGEC8Q4GMB0q61uvTg51VhfaMDUeffmO9OZ2e-2B5AaXbxNPG5188ciFrxKttnEvD1uTyxrJv8Jw7uK7U-2Bi-2FSsKG2M6OzC-2FWLVDHovwNedUP5Q-3D


      If interested in participating in Shakespeare Alive! in the new year, 

contact: denise@denisepence.com 

 

 

  

Volunteers Day is Sunday, December 5 
  

     The Rehearsal Club sends a shout out to all our volunteers, 

supporters, and donors for their generosity and support. 
 

  

 

 

  

Join our Facebook Group, 

follow and support TRC and our Sisters on social media,  

and shop online at www.smile.amazon.com to benefit TRC,  

all at no cost to you and much benefit to TRC. 
 

  

   

  

  

The Rehearsal Club 
2350 Broadway – Suite 934 

New York, NY 10024 
Email not displaying correctly? 

View it in your browser 
Unsubscribe 
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http://em.networkforgood.com/ls/click?upn=VAGGw4zHikj3d-2F5242H3ZsYdzuImz4YAJ1GxWONp2TRr0gn97hCirAmMcFBINlKY7LFdCvpTi8VuPyDGjMEmrsSOI1wP-2FJQ-2BGz56ZqqXJPjRsR4OcrykM0Y-2F9xUjjRH3juDl3Lb19TUWUI1p8dul9zAHTT9YC2BZmkVEpcZsmPeF2-2FmmnvTOseFc8y7KS8GBwLXLYCrVJNY8ZhdMADa4-2FL1buR-2FB5aloJEEXFWunT3k-3DWxmM_mVgFLr7YN-2FKDVqGhILtkQY9fXF2OyRftV4uiTXV7NCFmx397hqVIaghoWdDojcNgljEOLatMwMIZuq6b8EklhWdPc1pKLNDxfdjkctWw8wRT5xYuneHLBEi0VXjTk1BQnAcm0JVmg1smahN0M6Fdm8IAxZsu8PwbR0b5WTY3eTFtjjxah3CYhCTtdNIqYWOk4Ai5C-2Bi-2Fi819KxHX-2FQe2S6SOb5-2Fy8htg8OqAigDD5aRI1URJPh2a8TYq0-2BSKjxHu04RGjzUBFcZq4AZmHJIcLANL4oMUOlfZgFZEG3LCx4l9hJ-2F6ZTVK69StuztGyRKqjlp17V4hWlm2OsOrVYXDi2YiT3b3p2A8YudSE3epR9M-3D
http://em.networkforgood.com/ls/click?upn=VAGGw4zHikj3d-2F5242H3Zt3VNsJdH1jV2MI3LxQZ6a4PS5GQ4cy-2FSy46U2RsRtNGEaR5_mVgFLr7YN-2FKDVqGhILtkQY9fXF2OyRftV4uiTXV7NCFmx397hqVIaghoWdDojcNgljEOLatMwMIZuq6b8EklhWdPc1pKLNDxfdjkctWw8wRT5xYuneHLBEi0VXjTk1BQnAcm0JVmg1smahN0M6Fdm8IAxZsu8PwbR0b5WTY3eTFiboYw3W-2BZa8BgbaMQgcP6bSQdT7-2Fj3DWd5smPVMiqk03bDHjWkFt-2BZkyLYOLEjPbdbGUy2zj1QqhICjyFIXb5iTORuxyD-2BIlbe8IJ0t39Vmsg9yoJMLbb8zJvfS7ETQmUmxZFb1-2B8cOtqiXHpv0ekeh27nyArC1nPWCRq6XtqC31cTHshKuM1oGMTFObp2YU-3D
http://em.networkforgood.com/ls/click?upn=VAGGw4zHikj3d-2F5242H3Zq7ozHoV0EiX9tYUfnip-2BLM-3Dmj6I_mVgFLr7YN-2FKDVqGhILtkQY9fXF2OyRftV4uiTXV7NCFmx397hqVIaghoWdDojcNgljEOLatMwMIZuq6b8EklhWdPc1pKLNDxfdjkctWw8wRT5xYuneHLBEi0VXjTk1BQnAcm0JVmg1smahN0M6Fdm8IAxZsu8PwbR0b5WTY3eTFgUKJVMDR7RGuo2hmHH0zIgJKE4WMDj3UDdAqbgTRsb9yTIxwU6Pd4tKtVf4WR4kEcmf0CpyZfzB6COA3mqxKZAbMgwysbmfAMKyrhLyuA8c76v9hEBJ-2B-2BlgIoEsrveZjjBfJTblweaghBao6Cely6-2BXzOrq4hBPMnNfT-2B88sUoAdvUZ2MZHPzDEZbXCQfG4A-3D
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